
Welcome to the 2019-20 AP® Parent Night

Turlock High School



2

Two Changes to AP in 2019-20

1. AP teachers will have access to year-round, new 
instructional resources that measure student 
progress. These resources will help students master 
the content and skills needed for success in the 
course and on the exam.

2. Exam ordering is moving from spring to fall.
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Why Shift Exam Ordering
from the Spring to Fall?



AP® students do college-level work in high 
school. If they score a 3 or higher on the exam, 
they can earn college credit. However, not all AP 
students pursue the credit they deserve.
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So what stands in their way?



Nearly all students start the year 
with high expectations for themselves...

Fall: Percentage intending to take 
the AP Exam

96% 93%

White Male African American 
Female
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Spring: Percentage who actually 
took the AP Exam

75% 58%

...but confidence erodes over the course of the year.

White Male African American 
Female

Of all groups surveyed, White Males lost the least amount of confidence, while African American Females lost the most confidence.
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A commitment to success.
Fall exam registration is a best practice at more than half 
of AP schools. In the 2017-18 school year, the College 
Board piloted earlier registration with 40,000 students. 
They saw an increase in scores of 3 or higher across 
multiple groups. Moving the time of registration made a 
difference across the board, but it had the strongest 
effect for students who are traditionally 
underrepresented in AP.
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Fall Registration Scores of 3+ increased across student groups



“Fall registration has been a great way to build a culture in 
AP where everyone was on board and we used the year to 

prepare for the exam at the end of the year, it was more of an all 
hands on deck type of mentality. There was an expectation, a 
common goal of passing the AP test that we were all working 

together to accomplish throughout the school year. I think this 
allowed for my students to grow in their confidence, confidence 

which they may not have otherwise had.”

— Meg Shadid, AP World History and AP Economics teacher 

Fall Registration
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Supporting student success
Students are more likely to stay engaged in class and tackle 
challenging topics head-on when they register in the fall. Fees 
for late registration and exam cancellation ensure that students 
don't wait until the last minute to make a decision. This has 
helped teachers create a classroom culture where students are 
“all in.”

During the College Board’s pilot, few students registered late or 
canceled their exams.
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AP Exam Fees for 2019-20: The base exam fee 
is not changing

Fall registration Exam ordered by Nov. 15 $94

Late registration Ordered Nov. 16–Mar 13 $94 + $40 fee

Unused/
canceled exam

Exam that is canceled
or not taken by the student $40 fee

Fall Registration

Description                                              Cost/Exam

What’s new? There will be a $40 fee for late exam 
registrations and unused or canceled exams.



AP Exam Fees

•Students may qualify for a reduced exam fee 
based on family income. Contact Mr. Mello 
in the Activities Office for more information.
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To support year-long engagement, the 
College Board is providing new resources for 
students, teachers, and coordinators. 

These resources were designed and tested by 
AP teachers and coordinators to provide 
focused content, greater efficiency, and more 
flexibility.
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Digital activation will: 

■ Give students and teachers access to 
the new resources throughout
the school year

■ Allow teachers to organize their AP      
students by the sections they teach

■ Allow students to register for exams

A few clicks unlock the new tools and resources.
AP educators and students sign in and activate the new AP Classroom 

system at the start of the school year.
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 Personalized feedback: Students will get personalized feedback through 
new digital tools that provide daily support for every AP classroom. 

 Insights on strengths and areas for growth: With the personal progress 
checks, teachers can identify content and skill areas where students are 
struggling and use the Question Bank to provide them with targeted 
practice opportunities. 

 Exam day improvements: For the first time, schools will receive 
personalized registration labels for each student taking an AP Exam. 
Students won’t need to bubble in their personal information – reducing 
time and stress on exam day.

AP Students Charting a Path to College Credit
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During the 2019-20 School Year

 September:  Students will be given 
instructions on registration for AP exams.  

 September/October: Students complete 
registration for exams.

Next steps for students
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AP Class Information from the Teachers



A.P. SPANISH LANGUAGE & CULTURE

A.P. Spanish Language 
helps students utilize 

interpersonal, interpretative, 
& presentational Spanish. 
Students explore concepts 

related to culture & 
language’s influence on 

identity, the quality of life, 
beauty, science & 

technology, and          global 
challenges. 

Ms. Kilgallen & Ms. 
García are available 

to help students 
most days before 

school, during lunch, 
& after school. 

To be successful, 
each day students 

should attend class, 
actively participate, 

and complete 
homework 

assignments. 



A.P. SPANISH Literature & CULTURE

A.P. Spanish Literature is a 
college-level introductory 
survey course of works of 
literature by authors from 

Latin America, Spain, & the 
United States. Students will 

critically read & analyze 
short stories, novels, plays, 

essays, & poetry.

Ms. Kilgallen & Ms. 
García are available 

to help students 
most days before 

school, during lunch, 
& after school. 

To be successful, 
each day students 

should attend class, 
actively participate, 

and complete 
homework 

assignments. 



LENGUA Y CULTURA A.P. EN ESPAÑOL

La Lengua Española A.P. les 
ayuda a los estudiantes a 

utilizar el español 
interpersonal, interpretativo, y 
presentacional. Los estudiantes 

exploran conceptos 
relacionados a la cultura y la 
influencia del idioma en la 

identidad, la calidad de vida, 
las familias, la belleza, la 

ciencia & la tecnología, y los 
desafíos globales.

La Sra. Kilgallen & la 
Sra. García estarán 

disponibles para 
asistir a los 

estudiantes la mayoría 
de los días antes de las 

clases, durante el 
almuerzo, y después 

de las clases.

Para tener éxito, 
cada día los 

estudiantes deben 
asistir a la clase, 

participar 
activamente, y 

completar la tarea. 



LITERATURA Y CULTURA A.P. EN ESPAÑOL

La Literatura Española A.P. 
es una clase del nivel 

introductorio universitario 
de literatura por autores de 
Latinoamérica, España, y los 

Estados Unidos. Los 
estudiantes leerán 

críticamente y analizarán 
cuentos, novelas, obras de 
teatro, ensayos, y poesía.

La Sra. Kilgallen & la 
Sra. García estarán 

disponibles para 
asistir a los 

estudiantes la mayoría 
de los días antes de las 

clases, durante el 
almuerzo, y después 

de las clases.

Para tener éxito, 
cada día los 

estudiantes deben 
asistir a la clase, 

participar 
activamente, y 

completar la tarea. 



AP Calculus AB: Mr. Hakanson

•Content: Limits, Derivatives, Integrals, Test Prep

•Keys to Success:  Engage fully in class, practice nightly, 
come in for extra help early and often, talk about 
Calculus (form a study group)

•Availability:  Before school and during lunch
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AP Computer 
Science A 
Mr. McGinnis

• Java programming.

• Uses “Java Software Solutions for AP Computer 
Science”

• Addresses all topics covered in the AP test

• Articulated with Merced College.  Students can 
earn 3 units of transferrable college credit along 

with the AP credits

• Learn Object Oriented Programming.  (classes, 
methods, interfaces, objects, instanciation)



AP Computer 
Science Principles: 
Mr. McGinnis

Did you know that of the more than 9 million 
STEM jobs available in the next decade, half will 
require computing experience?

AP CSP, launched in fall 2016, prepares you by:

• Introducing you to the essential ideas of 
computer science. 

• Challenging you to explore how computing 
and technology impact the world around you.

• Providing a foundation of knowledge that can 
be applied across disciplines, no matter what 
your major or career focus- from STEM fields 
to music and the arts.  Chances are, no 
matter what field you’re interested in, 
computers play a role. 



AP Statistics: Nancy Petty
• Not your typical math class!

• It is a fresh start with accessible content 
for a variety of math abilities.  

• You will NEVER ask: “When will we ever 
use this?" Real life data from a wide range 
topics is used in the classroom daily.

• Tips for success: commit to spending a 
minimum of 20 minutes a night on 
your statistics studies
• Extra help is available: 

• three lunch periods and twice per week 
after school.

• Mrs. Petty has been and AP Reader for 
the past 2 years, scoring AP exams for 
the college board.



AP Environmental Science Instructor: Kevin Testo

• APES is an interdisciplinary course that focuses on ecological processes, human impacts on 
the Earth, and how to resolve or prevent natural and human-made environmental problems.

• Students will critically evaluate current scientific data and analyze current environmental 
issues in order to better informed and scientifically literate world citizens

• Recommended for 11-12 graders

• 9-10 graders with disciplined study habits also welcomed

• Extra tutoring is provided Mondays and Fridays after school

• Extra study sessions available in April and early May before the AP exam



AP Human Geography

• The study of where and why.

• Areas of study: Population, Migration, Culture, Ethnicity, Political 
Geography, Economic Development, and  Rural and Urban Land Use.

• The classis open to all 9-12th grade students.

• Meets A-G requirement as an elective.

• Students may earn college credit with a passing score on the AP 
exam.

• Students are able to gain an appreciation for the world around them 
from a local to global scale.  This class is fun!



AP World History Modern: Amy Riedinger
In AP World History: Modern, students 
investigate significant events, individuals, 
developments, and processes from 1200 to 
the present. 

Students develop and use the same skills, 
practices, and methods employed by 
historians: analyzing primary and secondary 
sources; developing historical arguments; 
making historical connections; and utilizing 
reasoning about comparison, causation, and 
continuity and change over time. 

Students who complete the nightly 
assignments, attend test corrections, and put 
fourth effort in class will find success in this 
course. 

ariedinger@turlock.k12.ca.us

Mock Trial of Genghis Khan-2017 

mailto:ariedinger@turlock.k12.ca.us


AP US History
• A.P. U.S. History is as hard or harder 

than a typical college survey history 
class, but a rewarding experience.  

• A.P. U.S. History students will read an 
entire college textbook by mid-April.

• It is very challenging to earn an “A” in 
an A.P. course. However, AP students 
are given an extra grade point per 
district policy for G.P.A. calculation

• 80% of the second semester points 
will be awarded in the first 12 weeks.

• Students who are motivated, 
disciplined, and take the initiative 
will do well.

• Students will learn much more in an 
A.P. class than any regular class.

• Students who take A.P. classes 
usually do much better in college. 

• All students enrolled 2nd semester are 
encouraged to take the A.P.  United 
States History Exam.

• After school tutoring available 
Tuesdays  and Thursdays from 3-5pm
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AP United States Government and Politics

• The study of the government of the United States.

• The main goal of this class is to educate students on our government 
and to promote citizenship.

• Units of study:
• Foundations of American democracy

• American political ideologies and beliefs

• Political participation

• Interactions among branches of government

• Civil liberties and civil rights



AP Macro-Economics – Rex Rabine

• Amazingly pertinent in our post Great Recession world with 
increasing interventions of Monetary Policy (the Fed), Trade 
Policy issues, and unprecedented Inflation, Unemployment, and 
GDP Relationships. 

• Work closely with AP U.S. Government to apply concepts to 
current events and current data.  

• Utilize practice AP Questions and released FRQ’s the entire year. 
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AP Psychology

• The Primary objective of this class is to prepare students to be creative, knowledgeable, responsible and compassionate 
citizens. 

• An important secondary objective is to provide students with a comprehensive, college-level course through which they 
will develop an understanding of psychology- the scientific study of human behavior and the mental process- at a level 
normally acquired through a lower division college course.  The following goals support this objective:

•Students will learn about the explorations and discoveries made by psychologists over the past century.

•Students will assess some of the differing approaches adopted by psychologists, including the biological, 
behavioral, cognitive, humanistic, psychodynamic, and sociocultural perspectives.

•Students will think critically about psychological claims and studies; leading to an appreciation of how 
psychologists think and the kind of critical analysis that psychologists embrace and hope to model in 
their own words and actions.

•Students will demonstrate working knowledge of ethics and research methods used in the study of 
psychology.  

*The teacher will integrate material regarding these issues into the study of each topic.

• The third objective of this course is to prepare the students to pass the national AP Psychology test by exhibiting 
comparable knowledge to college students whom have studied Psychology at their respective college. 
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AP Language and Composition: Mr. Beebout

• The AP Language and Composition course stresses college-level 
writing and critical inquiry focused on rhetorical analysis. 

• Student will develop close reading skills that are useful across all 
subject areas. 

• Readings will more heavily focus on nonfiction while including several 
longer fictional works as anchor texts. 

• Students will write in a variety of modes for varying purposes and 
audiences. Writing will include on-demand writing with opportunities 
for revision, process essays with multiple drafts, and longer sustained 
research projects. 
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AP Literature and 
Composition: 
Jared Jeffries 

AP Lit is a comprehensive study of 
poems, short stories, and novels by a 
wide range of authors on topics such as 
family, death, justice, technology, work 
and identity. 

It is designed to improve critical reading 
and writing skills through intensive 
literary analysis.

Students will make sophisticated 
arguments regarding an author’s use of 
literary devices to construct and convey 
meaning. They will also examine 
contemporary applications of themes 
and the value of literature in society. 

I am available every morning 
except Thursday before school (7 
am) and at lunch.



AP Physics 1: Mr. Kamp

• Covers the first semester of college physics.
• Newtonian mechanics, waves, and circuits.
• Algebra based. 
• Students will need to keep a detailed lab journal.
• Minimum 30 minutes a day of homework. 

• Student Resources
• College Physics 1st Ed. by Freedman 
• Albert
• Khan Academy 
• Physicsclassroom.com
• Princeton Review (suggested). 
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AP Biology: Sonja Raynes

• Course description

• Tutoring available
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AP Studio Art: Drawing

• The AP® Studio Art Portfolio course is 
designed for students who are seriously 
interested in the practical experience of 
art and wish to develop mastery in the 
concept, composition, and execution of 
their ideas.

• Artistic integrity and original 
compositions are emphasized and 
discussed. 

• In this course, students will focus on 
making through inquiry, investigation, 
practice, experimentation, revision, 
communication and reflection.

• Students are expected to produce
two works of art every month of AP 
quality.

• To be successful, students should be 
actively working on their artwork 
each day in class, as well as 
completing their homework 
assignments on time.

• Ms. McInerney is available most days 
during lunch and afterschool.



Practice for AP Exams Using Albert

• All students will receive a FREE Albert account

• Albert provides practice resources for AP curriculum, the SAT, the ACT, 
math, English and science curriculum

• For a preview on Albert resources, visit albert.io
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Visit AP Central® for more information.
We’ll be sending follow-up messages and updating the website with 

additional communications tools and resources throughout the year.

For more on the resources and process changes, please visit collegeboard.org/ap2019



Thank you


